
I would like to start by thanking you all for the wonderfully supportive emails 
and letters I have received these past few weeks. I have been so touched by your 
kindness and generosity of spirit, and your encouragement has lifted me when 
challenges have been coming from all directions. Thank you, sincerely, for being so 
positive, compassionate and resilient as we find our way through these remarkable 
times.

Feedback from parents and children on remote learning made for very interesting 
reading and I was much assured by your positive response to the steps we took in 
readying ourselves for the last week of term. I have distributed the feedback to all 
Senior School staff (and Adam Gibson is doing the same at the Prep School) and will 
be meeting Heads of Department and other senior leaders on Monday afternoon 
(using Teams) to reflect on what went well and where we can improve.

Ofqual provided clarity this morning on how they intend to award grades to 
students studying for their GCSE and A Level examinations. It has felt a long 
time coming, and I know that children across the land will have felt anxious and 
unsettled by the uncertainty of it all. I hope the announcement has provided some comfort. We are carefully reviewing Ofqual’s guidance and the 
matter will be discussed at length during Monday’s meeting.

I will write to you next week, outlining how teachers intend to adapt their practice in response to your feedback and clarifying the School’s 
response to Ofqual’s announcement.

While our thoughts are understandably consumed by COVID-19, I hope this newsletter reminds you of all the wonderful activities and achievements 
we celebrated over the course of the term.

Stay safe, stay well and have a lovely weekend.

Best wishes,

Eugene du Toit

From the Headmaster

Spring 2 2020

REMOTE LEARNING

‘My son and I are so very happy to have had the 
opportunity to experience your great leadership, 
a truly wonderful community of teachers and 
support. Thank you so much.’

While plans for Remote Learning had been in place for some weeks 
and teaching staff had been working hard to prepare for lessons at 
home, it was still a supreme effort from pupils, parents and staff to 
continue the learning from home.  

The routine of the school day has been mostly preserved with tutor-
time from 8.30am and pupils attending lessons throughout the day.  
Of course, breaktime and lunchtime are slightly different but we 
hope you have been able to take advantage of some of the offerings 
from Sport and Wellbeing to keep active. Mr du Toit conducted 
Headmaster’s Assembly from the Chapel and you can watch this here.  
The feedback on the last week has been really encouraging.

‘A big thank you to all 
at Wellington School 
-  the leadership 
and staff - for your 
amazing response and 
support at this time’.

‘Well done Freddie 
straight at it today 
7:50, “normal” school 
day from home. Great 
support Wellington 
School.’

https://www.wellington-school.org.uk/senior/home-page/senior-news
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The School held 
it’s first Eco-Day 
organised by the 
Eco Committee and 
staff.  The aim of 
the day was to raise 
awareness of climate 
change and help 
students make better 
informed lifestyle 
choices to live more 
sustainbly.

In Science, students 
produced algal balls 
in an experiment and 

explored their use in reducing carbon dioxide in cities. 

In Business, Year 7 and 8 visited local businesses, Tim Potter Family Butchers, Mary Jenkins 
Farm Shop, Barbecue Lodges, Sheppy’s Cider Ltd and the Plantside Cafe to find out how 
they use ethically sourced materials, reduce waste and use of plastics and use recycled and 
biodegradable packaging.  

To round the day off, students from all year groups and parents listened to world record-
breaking Polar Traveller Alex Hibbert, who delivered a lecture entitled ‘Icebergs, Sled Dogs and 
Polar Eskimos - Lessons learnt in the High Arctic’. Alex spoke to students and parents about his 
time in this beautiful region. His talk gave students an insight into his passion for the High Arctic 
and the changes he sees taking place there.

Eco-Day

SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY
Wellington School remains committed to supporting the local community wherever possible.

One of the boarding houses – The Grange, which has en-suite accommodation, will be used 
by medical staff from Musgrove Park hospital who need to be isolated from their families 
whilst on duty. Our cleaning staff have deep cleansed and will continue to be on hand to 
ensure high standards are maintained. This is a facility the School is providing free of charge 
– and will continue to open up more boarding houses as required.

In addition, the School’s 
Design Technology 
department is 
churning out facial 
visors using the 3D 
printers.   Production is 
underway, headed by 
Year 11 pupil Theo who 
has cut acetate on the laser cutter to form the clear visors and fitted them 
to the frames which have been created on the 3d printers.  These will be 
taken to Musgrove Park Hospital where Theo’s aunt works and has requested 
our help.  These masks are also being provided to local GPs and Commnity 
Health Services. We will continue to search for additional ways to support the 
community during this time of national crisis.

In addition to this support, Sixth Former Ollie Kennedy is working at Musgrove Park Hospital 
assisting in preparing wards for patients who are not suffering from Covid-19.  Well done Ollie 
for supporting the NHS at this difficult time.
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In the UK Maths Trust 
Maths Challenge there 
were some excellent 
results for our students 
in Years 9 to 11.

Mark Xia, Jonathan Ma 
and Jecky Luo have 
qualified for the next 
stage, the Olympiad 
with fantastic scores, 
with 11 students 
making it through 
to the Kangaroo 
competition.

ACADEMIC
World Book Day

World Book Day started with a wonderful video of staff reading 
lines from their favourite books and students identifying the literary 
works in an online quiz. Later in the day, author Vanessa de Haan 
came in to talk to pupils about her work. The library was full all day 
and featured a colourful display of book marks made by children. 
Our older pupils spent time reading to the Prep School children 
and sharing their favourite stories - a truly inspirational day!

UKMT Maths Challenge

Careers Convention

Our Year 11 students and students from Queen’s College, King’s 
College and Taunton School had the chance to make career 
connections at our Careers Convention.  Over 400 exhibitors from 
a variety of industries including the Health Service, construction 
and engineering, accountancy and law engaged in informal chats 
helping students to find out more about options for the future.

CAREERS

International Women’s Day

The School celebrated International Women’s Day with a number 
of events including a trip to Taylor Wimpey to meet women in the 
construction industry and a talk from life coach Anne Varley on 
networking, social media and the reptile brain!

Easter Maths Challenge

Don’t forget to enter the Maths Department’s Easter Challenge.  
Full details can be found here on the School website.

https://www.wellington-school.org.uk/senior/home-page/senior-news
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Whitewater Kayaking Hill Skills Training
OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Cameron Howe, Stephanie Vellacott, Rhianna Wilkinson, Patrick 
Cole and Hayden Taylor-Worth went whitewater kayaking down 
the River Dart.  This was their second trip and the water level was 
at a good, strong and challenging level.  The pupils all did well to 
develop their skills on a beautiful river with challenging conditions. 
The coaches were very impressed with the children’s excellent skill 
development and their attitude to learning. After a few swims at 
various points down the river, the children all enjoyed a swim in 
eddy at the bottom.

The whole day was an excellent team effort with great enthusiasm 
from everyone.  

Ten Tors

Our Ten Tors teams started weekend training recently. February’s 
had been aborted due to extreme weather and the children must 
have been wondering why this weekend’s wasn’t as well, since the 
heavens opened, the rain poured down and the wind lashed our 
unfortunate walkers as they trudged across a sodden Dartmoor. 
Distance covered was severely impacted by the conditions but 
they still managed to cover 15 miles on day 1 before setting up 
camp in the wet and wind. It remains to be seen whether the 
event will go ahead in May but the children can rest assured 
that we will put something in place so that their Ten Tors dreams 
remains alive.

This half term,  7 Wellington pupils successfully completed a 
Hill Skills course. This is a personal skills course awarded by 
Mountain Training, the national body for hillwalking, climbing and 
mountaineering qualifications. It is intended to give candidates the 
skills needed to go out into hills and moorland safely. Wellington 
School is one of only a handful of schools that are providers for 
these courses.

Saturday started in school with an introduction and some 
discussion related to the environment, weather and kit. We then 
moved onto the Quantocks for an introduction to navigation, 
emergency procedures and some history and wildlife lessons. We 
took in some of the highest points in the area, and despite the nice 
weather one of the pupils managed to get rather wet by slipping 
into a pond.

On Sunday, we started with the pupils planning their route. We then 
drove down to Dartmoor for some more intense navigation and 
challenging ground. The weather gave a perfect demonstration of 
how quickly it can change in the hills and went from sun to driving 
hail in less than a minute. It certainly tested everyone’s kit and led 
to some good discussions on future clothing choices. We managed 
to take in the highest point in southern England before returning 
to the bus, though one pupil then seemed to be attempting to visit 
the lowest and ended up waist deep in a bog.

It was particularly impressive that a group of pupils from Year 8 
up to Year 11 were able to do this together and with such good 
spirits. Never did I see them slip into the all-to-common single file 
trudging along behind the one person looking where they were 
going.
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MUSIC
Spring Concert

LAMDA 

The Senior Spring Concert presented its sizeable and enthusiastic 
audience with the de rigueur mix of musical styles and genres 
and the usual keen eye on both diversity and excellence. From 
orchestras and bands to chamber groups of all hues and several 
vocal ensembles, including the debut of the Year 5 to 8 Chamber 
Choir, there was truly something for everyone. 

Music 4 Lunch

Awardholders from Years 7 to 12 performed a wonderful mix of 
pieces for their fellow students and staff at Music 4 Lunch this half 
term.

DRAMA

Prep School Concert

56 Senior School students 
and 41 Prep School children 
achieved a 100%  pass rate 
with the majority of candidates 
achieving merit and distinction 
in the recent LAMDA exams.

Sixth Former, Abi Govey,  gained 
a distinction in the Gold Award, 
the highest level of LAMDA.

The Prep School Spring concert was a joyous celebration of 
ensemble music-making with younger and older pupil performers 
and staff appearing alongside each other. From O Fortuna by Carl 
Orff featuring Sinfonia, Chamber Choir and Chapel Choir, to the 
Percussion Group guest directed with great aplomb by Y5 Shayan 
Barthakur and the Flute Group directed by Y12 flautist, Chris Chui, 
this was an uplifting and collaborative programme. There were 
notable vocal solos, as part of the WPS Choir, from Lucy Adams 
and Sebastian Fasham and spirited performances from the two 
rock bands The Rapid Flames and The Light in the Dark, both 
overseen by guitar teacher, Jules Reason. 
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Congratulations to Mila Joseph 
in Year 9 who has been selected 
for the U15 Wales' cricket team. A 
great reward for a lot of hard work 
both on the Wellington School 
cricket programme but also from 
a very early age.  

  

Lara Moulding, Daisy Vann, Issy 
House, Caleigh Vincent and 
Stephanie Vellacott have been 
representing Somerset at Hockey 
at U14 level.  Katie Lee and Poppy 
Tuima have been representing 
the U16s and are on the England 
hockey player pathway. 

SPORT
Rugby

The 1st XV played a hard fought 
semi-final of the National Cup 
Vase against Sutton Valence 
School in Kent.  The game began 
really well for Wellington but in 
the end the opposition came back 
with force.

Three of our Year 10 students; Isaac 
Hines, Jonny Clist and Freddie Eul-
Barker, were selected for Somerset 
to play against Devon.

Netball

Hockey Schools Cup

In the Hockey Schools Cup our 1st XII progressed to the  Round of 16.  
They played a tight and competitive game away at Mount Kelly and lost 
in a very narrow defeat by just one goal.

Olivia captains Devon Rugby

Mila selected for Wales Cricket

Hockey Somerset
Sixth Former, Olivia Churcher, captained the Devon Under 18 
rugby side against Somerset.

Devon narrowly edged Somerset in a 12-5 win in Okehampton. 
Olivia set up one of the two tries and converted one. She recently 
completed her second England Under 18 training camp with a 
further 3 day camp planned for the Easter time.

Our 1st VII netballers travelled to Oxford to take on Magdalen College 
School in the Sisters n Sport quarter final.  Coach, Ms Scott, was really 
impressed with the professionalism of our team and their focus in the 
game.  Unfortunately the team were defeated on the day but really 
enjoyed the experience.
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SPORT
English Schools Cross Country 

Mackenzie O’Dea in Year 9 and India Porter in Year 10 were selected 
to represent Somerset in the English Schools Cross Country 
Championships in Liverpool recently.   Both runners performed well 
with Mackenzie finishing third in the Somerset team in the Junior Girls 
while India finished 8th in the Somerset team in the Intermediate Girls 
event.

Indoor National Rowing Success

Sixth Former, Ed Fuller, performed 
outstandingly at the Indoor National 
Rowing Championships finishing 
in second place.  It was an amazing 
effort from Ed, who missed out on 
first place by 0.8 of a second. 

Equestrian 

The School had teams out in force at KSEC competing in the Arena 
Eventing.  We had riders in each Class and 2 teams taking part in the 
90cm and 100c mClass..

In the 100cm Class, the team of Harriet Curtis, Mimi Lumb and Imogen 
Griffin finished in first place.   Mimi had a wonderful round to come 
first individually with Harriet also performing extremely well finishing 
4th individually. This means the team qualify for the Arena Eventing 
National Championships at Hickstead.

In the 90cm Class the team of Lucille Milton, Jarvis Lumb and Harriet  
Curtis came 5th.

Velodrome Visit

Ten students travelled to the Geraint Thomas National Velodrome 
of Wales for the second time this year.  The cyclists had a 2 hour 
training session followed by their first flying lap and Team Pursuit 
which they found absolutely exhilarating.

Swimming
Our swimmers 
put in fantastic 
performances at the 
Five Schools Gala.  
Our team finished 
in third place at the 
competition at King’s 
College.  

With our pool having 
been out of action 
for a period after  
Christmas, this was 
an amazing effort 
from our swimmers.

Olivia Gray in Year 7 
received a welcome 
surprise in the post 
recently. A medal for 
completing the 30 mile 
Autumn Breeze bike 
ride last year. Olivia 
was the youngest 
rider on the day and 
raised almost £1,000 
for a charity who have 
supported her family 
during Olivia’s father’s 
illness, in particular with 

bereavement support.

Charity Cycling Medal
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End of Term

With the School being asked to 
close by the Government and move 
to remote learning on 20th March, 
students were quick to organise a 
Leavers’ Chapel Service and last day 
of school fun.

You can see the Chapel Service on 
our website here.

Headmaster’s Assembly took place on the final day of the Easter 
Term with Mr du Toit and Reverend Graham recorded he event from 
the School Chapel with the School watching from home.

It was a fitting end to the term with an upbeat message for students, 
staff and families and you can see the full assembly on our website 
here.

Headmaster’s Assembly
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