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FROM THE HEADMASTER

I hope you find this newsletter a wonderfully 
uplifting reminder of all the positive activities that 
are happening across our community. In spite of 
the challenges we are all facing, your children – 
with the support of their parents and teachers – are 
responding brilliantly to remote learning and their 
positive attitude and resilience is something we 
can all be proud of. I know that there is a growing 
sense of frustration at not being able to see friends 
and that working from home can create stresses 
which take their toll, but the signals of an easing of 
the lockdown are positive. As I said in an assembly 
earlier this term ‘this too shall pass’.

There have been times during the past half-term 
when the stream of decisions I have had to make 
has seemed never-ending. The three pillars of 
Wellington’s educational philosophy inform every choice I make: 

1. We seek to build outstanding relationships: our community is defined by values such as kindness, 
integrity, tolerance and inclusivity. We see the best in one another and we work together to bring out the 
best in each other. Our relationships are built on a foundation of collaboration as opposed to confrontation 
and, even when we disagree, we do so constructively and with a solution-oriented mindset. Outstanding 
relationships are the bedrock of the Wellington community.

2. We pursue excellence in whatever we turn our hand to: the pursuit of excellence sees us encouraging 
everyone in our community to be the very best version of themselves every day. We support each other in 
achieving our goals, knowing that everyone will be working towards targets that are special and particular to 
them. Our collective ambition sees us working to high standards as a matter of course.

3. Our love of learning is at the heart of everything we do: we are a learning community and children, 
parents and staff are walking a learning journey together. We have a mindset which is open to new ideas 
and which recognises that we can always learn more; the learning journey never stops. We value the process 
of learning – in all settings, both in and outside the classroom – and recognise that achieving measurable 
academic outcomes must sit alongside mastering vital life-skills.

‘What is best for our children?’ is the question I always ask when deciding on next steps and these pillars serve 
as my ‘north star’ as we navigate the journey ahead.

I hope you are well and in good spirits.

With my best wishes,

Eugene du Toit 
 



When I joined the school in Year 5, I had been 
told that I was not academic, I didn’t play 
team sports or know what outdoor education 
was. Wellington has completely changed this, 
through the array of opportunities that the 
school has provided me with I have played first 
team hockey, been a member of the Corps of 
Drums, enjoyed many incredible experiences 
such as; trekking in Iceland and the A Level 
Geography trip to Morocco and am currently 
completing my Gold Duke of Edinburgh. All 
of these opportunities have come in addition 
to the fantastic teachers who are enthusiastic 
about their subjects - if you want to find the fun 
in maths go to one of Mr Fasham’s GCSE lessons! 
These features of Wellington life, accompanied 
with supportive friends and the wider community have made the last 
8 years so memorable and I will be forever grateful to the Wellington 
community.

Across the globe, we are living in a chaotic climate and a sea of 
uncertainty, and as leavers we have not had the ending to our 
Wellington years that we had expected. Regardless of this, we have still 
been provided with interactive lessons, the Great Welly Project and are 
still key members of the Wellington community.  Personally, I have loved 
the updates of other Wellington students of all ages and the display 
of work that has been produced during lockdown, and I am looking 
forward to seeing these presented in the Lockdown Book. There is no 
way of knowing what “normal” will be after the pandemic, however, 
despite the challenging circumstances, Wellington has prepared us for 
the forthcoming stages.

Wellington has so many admirable qualities and features that I will 
sincerely miss. Although not every chapel service has been enjoyable, 

when the leavers 
sang Jerusalem in 
our final chapel, 
it was clear that 
many of us were 
bombarded with 
emotion.  This 
illustrated to me that 
Wellington is not 
all about the flashy 
trips, but about 
small things that 
make the Wellington 
community a family. 

In particular, I will miss all the Year 13s and the way we have stuck 
together through the many highs and lows, being both supportive and 
character builders!

My most treasured memory of Wellington, was being part of the 
Australian exchange programme in Year 10. This appeared like a 
daunting experience as I welcomed a student from the Gold Coast into 
my house for 7 weeks and then the outbound trip for me to enter an 
all-girls school on the other side of the globe. Nevertheless, I jumped 
into the experience and enjoyed exploring new parts of the UK with my 
exchange friend, as well as being able to explore Sydney, Brisbane, the 
Gold Coast and parts of New South Wales. This was a highlight of my 
Wellington years as I was able to experience a different lifestyle with 
fellow Wellington students and have formed friendships with those 
who live 10,000 miles away. It is safe to say it was definitely worth the 
24-hour flight!

It has been a pleasure and honour to have been School Captain in my 
final year at a school I feel proud and privileged to be a part of. 

From the School Captains

Lara Jay

When I arrived at Wellington 
aged 6 wearing an elasticated 
tie, light blue jumper and armed 
with a packed book bag ready for 
my first lesson with Mrs Spicer, 
I didn’t realise that it would be 
the start of what has been one of 
the most amazing journeys. My 
most enjoyable times at school 
have not always been within the 
classroom, but outside; whether 

that be  spending two years 
playing first team rugby 
alongside some of my best 
friends, or coming in first 
out of all the Ten Tors 45 
miles teams after a night of 
very little sleep and some 
very questionable foot 
repairs. As well as the more 
local school trips, I have 
been able to travel away 
on trips abroad, making 
unforgettable memories 
such as beating Minnesota 

State University at American football in a lava field in Iceland, dancing 
to traditional Berber drum music under the stars of the Sahara, and 
having to climb 
the Pap of Glencoe 
with a questionable 
stomach, after 
spending the night 
before eating 
copious amounts 
of vindaloo on the 
mountaiineering trip 
to Scotland.  There was 
the encouragment 
of shouts of  “it’s not 
even that spicy” and 
“just eat some of the 
yoghurt, it will sort it out”, safe to say it didn’t!   I have sung solos as 
Fagin in the school musical of Oliver, played the bass drum with the 
Corps of Drums, been on numerous camps and courses with CCF, and 

enjoyed my recent weekly 
lunches with the Prep School.

On the day I am writing 
this I should have been at 
Buckingham Palace collecting 
my Gold Duke of Edinburgh. 
Covid-19 prevented that, but 
the palace visit was really just 
a trip out for my Mum, for me 
the best bit of achieving this 
award was the expedition 
through the Brecon Beacons, 
during which my friends and I 
trekked, on one of the hottest 
weekends of the year, wearing 

full suits and ties! As I look back, I realise that the school has given 
me tremendous opportunities far over and above the good A Level 
results I’m hoping for.  I would encourage you all to get involved as 
much as possible: try anything and everything – you will enjoy it. 

Alfie Hollingsworth
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ACADEMIC
Remote Learning

Wellington’s Remote Learning 
Programme got off to a flying start 
in the summer term. Thank you to 
all those parents and pupils who 
fedback to the School through the 
Remote Learning surveys.  Students 
and staff have put an enormous effort 
into this new way of learning and we 
hope that the changes that have had 
to be made are gradually becoming 
easier to cope with.

Year 7 Geography of Rivers

Our Year 7 geographers have been making the most of the beautiful 
weather by filming themselves recreating river processes in their 
gardens and local areas.

Year 11 Pre-A Level Geography

Our pre-A Level geographers have produced some fantastic work 
looking at the Colarado river in America.  They mapped some of 
the cities and sites along the course of the river and examined 
why the river runs dry sometimes.

Geography Poster Competition

The Geography Department ran 
a competition for Year 7 pupils 
to create a poster depicting the 
Geography of Easter.

Congratulations to   Rose Brown 
who used a great amount of 
creativity to produce a poster 
with great detail about how 
Easter is celebrated around the 
World,  choosing countries from 
all over the world from South 
America to Australasia. 

Great Welly Project

The Great Welly Project including 
the Wellington Diploma for Sixth 
Form and the Summer Certificate 
for Year 11 was launched across all 
year groups this term.  The Project is 
designed to give students particularly 
of  GCSE and A Level the opportunity 
to complete a full and meaningful 
programme of study during the 
summer, and to emerge with an 
assessed outcome at the end.

Modern Languages
The Modern Languages 
Department have been keeping 
their students language and 
cultural knowledge developing 
with a number of interesting 
tasks.  Students enjoyed creating 

delicacies from Spain, France 
and Germany including French 
Onion Soup, Gingerbread 
figures and Patatas Bravas.

Pre-A Level students have been producing some fantastic work to 
extend their knowledge and use of languages.  Catherine Rayson 
created this slide about the television programme Deutschland 
‘83  about the Cold War era in Berlin.  Catherine also completed 
a wonderful look at German fashion.  There are many wonderful 
videos produced by our Modern Language students and these 
can be viewed on our facebook page.
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Newly-launched this year as 
an all-inclusive performance 
platform for all our young 
musicians 3-18, Wellington 
Young Musician aims to 
celebrate performing and to 
encourage and enthuse our 
up and coming performers. 
Arranged into Debut, Foundation, Intermediate, Advanced and 
Virtuoso Classes by standard and with separate provision for 
Contemporary/Popular and Composer/Singer-Songwriters, WYM 
has attracted approaching 200 entries.

The Debut Class took place live on the day school closed and was 
a wonderful and inspiring day of really promising music-making 
from our Prep players and singers, adjudicated sagely and with 
good humour by our Chaplain, Reverend Clifton. All participants 
received positive feedback and a WYM badge and certificate.

The remaining classes are taking place virtually, with our 
musicians uploading videos. 

Music students and award 
holders have provided us with 
some virtual concerts which 
have offered an interlude from 
the virtual classroom.

The students have recorded 
their performances at home 
and the Music Department have 
done a great job in stitching 
them together.  You can enjoy 
the latest concert here. 

All of Year 9 have been 
writing their own 
Lockdown Rap, based 
around their thoughts, 
feelings and experiences of 
the last 8 weeks. Creating 
a backing track, they will 
then perform and submit a 
performance.  An element 
of competitiveness has 
been introduced  as Old 
Wellingtonian, Finn Askew, who recently signed with Polydor will 
be assisting the Music Department in selecting the three best 
submissions.

Three of our A-Level and GCSE 
students took part in a Sound 
World music composition 
workshop in March where 
they had their music 
performed by members of 
the Bristol Ensemble and 
received coaching from 
professional composer Sadie 
Harrison.  James Morrell in 
Year 11 has produced a video 
of his composition for Viola 
and Piano.  You can listen to  
the piece here.

Pupils in Year 7 were 
tasked to create 
models and diagrams 
of the ear to explain 
how it works.

The pupils were really 
inventive, using a 
numer of different 
ways of depicting 
the various working 
parts.

They were very 
clever in finding bits 
and bobs around 
the house to create 
the models to help 
them understand 
the function of the 
different parts of the 
ear.

The Science of Digestion Composition Workshop
ACADEMIC

There are lots of videos on our Facebook page and website 
showcasing some of the incredible efforts of our hardworking 
students and staff over the last half term of remote learning.  We 
are extremely proud of everything that is going on and thank 
parents for being so supportive of your children and the School.

Mrs MacAlister set up a model gut in her kitchen using a number 
of household implements to demonstrate mechanical and 
chemical digestion to her Year 7 Biology Class.

Year 7 create Models of the Ear

Pets enjoy the Learning
With so much hard work going on in our homes, it was never going 
to be long before our pets got in on the act.  The cats have taken 
a particular interest this half term with Mr Caulfield’s cat enjoying 
some German history and Mrs Sands cat learning a new language!

MUSIC

Lockdown Rap

Lunchtime Concerts

Wellington Young Musician

https://resources.finalsite.net/videos/t_video_mp4_480/v1590510237/wellingtonschoolorguk/gpcka7ede1iygbvumm9e/VirtualLunchtimeConcert22520Trim-11.mp4
https://resources.finalsite.net/videos/t_video_mp4_480/v1590161623/wellingtonschoolorguk/mqvkac0liwawiqoztb6j/Sussurans-JamesMorrell-1.mp4
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Pupils from all year 
groups came together 
under the direction of 
Mrs James in the Drama 
Department to create a 
video to lift our spirits in 
lockdown.

The students filmed 
themselves at home 
dancing to a song from 
High School Musical.

It was a brilliant effort and certainly brought a tear to the eye of 
some of the parents who watched it.  You can see it here.

Congratulations to Year 11 students 
Callum Richards and Cameron 
Forrest and Year 12 student 
Moukhtar Sani-Omolori, who 
have been selected to join the 
National Youth Theatre.  The NYT 
discovers and develops exceptional 
performers and theatre technicians 
aged 14-25. An amazing 
achievement as 8,000 performers 

are auditioned for 500 places.

DRAMA
National Youth Theatre Success Monument Run

Lower Sixth Drama students 
have continued performing 
during lockdown by 
recording a radio play.  The 
students have written the 
play and then recorded it 
at home.  You can hear the 
first episode of The Last 
Innings on our website by 
clicking here.

Radio Play

Our Bursar, Tim Williams has written 
his second enchanting children's book. 
The story follows the Terriertorials, who 
are a team of plucky terriers whose 
mission is to safeguard their precious 
supplies of food and treats from doggy 
raiders on the other side of the English 
Channel in the years after the Second 
World War. Our drama scholars have 
been reading it and Year 11 pupil 
Ethan has made it into a film using the 
delightful illustrations. You can hear 
the first episode here.

Students create Audio Book

Drama Department Video lifts Spirits

SPORT AND WELLBEING

There was no way 
that the School 
could miss out 
on the annual 
Monument Run 
even with remote 
learning in place, 
so Mrs Macalister 
set a challenge for 
students to run 
in anyway they 
could, mostly up 
and downstairs to 
compete for points 

in the House competitions.  Well done students and staff for 
pushing yourselves to the limits and keeping active.  In the Senior 
competition The Willows came first ahead of Gillard’s and in the 
Lower School competition Rowan finished in top spot. 

Keeping Active
The Sport and Wellbeing 
Department have been 
encouraging students to keep 
up their sport and wellbeing 
activities during lockdown.  
Thanks to the weather it has 
been fairly easy to get outside 
and take a break from academic 

work.   Miss Richards , Head 
of Girls Sport, watched as her 
Lower School pupils were put 
through their passes in a fitness 
session.  There have also been 
lessons on summer sports skills 
including tennis and cricket and 
also sessions for those on our 
Talented Athlete Pathway.

Wellbeing
Wellbeing lessons 
have continued 
during remote 
learning with pupils 
following a similar 
programme to the 
original school-based 
activities, rotating 
every four weeks.

In Nutrition pupils 
have been looking at 
healthy recipes and 
have created some 
delicoius meals such 

as frittata, smoothies, bruschetta and crumble.

In Strength, Agility and Quickness, students have been set 
workouts which include the usual warm-up session followed by 
a programme of exercises which are accompanied by a video to 
demonstrate the exercises so they can practice them safely.  There 
are also video examples of how the pupils can perform circuits at 
home without any specialist equipment.

Yoga is also available as part of the Wellbeing syllabus and 
students can view a video session with our own yoga instuctor or 
download an app for free where yoga lessons are being provided 
througout the summer term.

https://www.facebook.com/508677609189981/videos/546025299675123/
https://resources.finalsite.net/videos/v1588863877/wellingtonschoolorguk/kdch6bultbb4fzzxshir/Radioplayepisode1.mp3
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonSchool/videos/2643797019232996/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCqXe-gj3lUmWNLlulITO9qEnb8cveSS45oANiaj5Ns9pqW1WIE71Agb1FK4CDUTrs0Y6wrxULGM_7Z&hc_ref=ARQDlCxA-fiwYuse3gKAb0F0-taxp5S_T7yF_uHxMmEz3hhV1C5iB0Iyx6BFJ9Oeo9Y&fref=nf&__xts__[0]=68.ARA-FGciOVlz9hVFI5k4SovprrAIOAmsd9pF9lgwTtHwEVH69voRhrHAE5JF3RK2kjlYxgjC7XPKRsSBhAQAy96lPPag_YhJezxSuL8Zudlm5y8kTGza84o02cTw7azGr0rxOOWG9P6rehagxNPGfgeq7Hgma6sECRBQtTKWT_NEEg8168hWmh0-a7TeFbYsoRUL02pJhQHLtIR_6n4zU1EEYJwLQ6OPGvKaliQ_3xz5RDJFAkRFEoAQXq7w2f4BhBJHnEiWVgMtOiguwmtnBdumfRRtQKxIAH7tGIDOhqarBg65Zsov_pVLcTlWASOsfP7xt93VD3j2Ea-OL_c109QPMUTYVOMM7OeaPA
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Sixth Form "Show and 
Tell" sessions have 
featured medieval witch 
scaring, apotropaic beam 
markings, Elijah Holland’s 
herpetology and botany 
collection, foraged food 
lockdown lunch and Dr 
Joliffe’s alternative to a 
live rat.  Our very own 
Reverend Graham has 
also hosted one of the 
sessions which are keenly 
attended by students. 

ENRICHMENT
The Sixth Form have been enjoying their usual enrichment 
activities with students taking part in lunchtime quizzes, Show 
and Tell sessions and Raban, Coleridge and Politics Society talks.

Students have embraced the opportunity to learn new skills 
while at home such as learning Urdu with Sixth Former Abdullah 
Moonoo or learning Italian from our Sixth Form students Sofia 
Rigamonti and Vanessa Gargano.  

Raban and Coleridge Society

Raban Society has featured a number of talks on a Friday lunchtime 
this half term from students and staff.  Molly Barlow spoke on The 
History and Scale of the Universe while Cordelia Clarke chose Carl 
Rogers, the humanistic psychologist.  The final talk of the half term 
was on Game Theory, delivered by Mr Stevens of the Economics 
Department.

Coleridge Society has also offered a wide range of lunchtime films 
and talks from Pandaemonium  Julian Temple’s film about Coleridge 
and Wordsworth’s fruitful creative partnership in Somerset and the 
Lakes, in 1798, with lots of scenes filmed in the Quantocks.   Return 
to Larkinland’ is a reassessment of the ‘Hermit of Hull’, Philip Larkin.

To complement the Love through the ages A Level Literature topic 
the English Department also selected songs with great lyrics from 
a whole range of genres from Mumford and Sons, to Ella Fitzgerald.  

Passmore Lecture

At this time of year, Wellington School traditionally hosts a 
mathematics lecture in memory of a former student, Tom Passmore. 
This year the lecture was unable to take place in School but Mr 
Buckingham had a recommendation on a very topical theme...

Robin Thompson is a Research Fellow in Mathematical 
Epidemiology at Christ Church College, Oxford. He is working on the 
ongoing modelling of Covid-19 and has made many, varied media 
appearances in the past few weeks. In addition to this, he has been 
supervising one of our past students, Lydia Buckingham, with her 
Masters dissertation over the past term. His lecture is entitled 'How 
do mathematicians model infectious disease outbreaks?' and was 
produced on the 8th of April as a part of the Oxford Mathematics 
Public Lectures series.  You can still listen to the lecture here.

Explorers Club

Lower School students reminded us that you don't need to leave 
your homes to explore the world... Explorers' Club featured cross 
country skiing and polar bears in Finland from LucyWaymouth, 
glaciers in Canada from Charlotte Crowe, Mr Colclough's images 
of his trip to a South Georgian whaling station and a traditional 
fishing village in Hong Kong from Miss Greenway. Meanwhile 
Head Boy Alfie made a guest appearance to display his Moroccan 
dress and tapestry of the Faroe Islands.

Lower School Quiz

The lower school girls enjoyed some Friday pre half -term fun with 
a live video call and a kahoot quiz.

https://livestream.com/oxuni/thompson?fbclid=IwAR3GQKKtfwee0i_TgTzVaMZJzh_z2FC0M0cvDteK-0zC5yv_rZVwYtMGw2o
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Daisy Jeanes left Wellington 
last summer and is studying 
Biology at Loughborough.  
“I found phoning up Old 
Wellingtonians during 
quarantine allowed me to 
contribute, even in a small 
way, in this time of need.”

Anna Kennedy has just 
returned from a gap year in 
Australia.  “To reminisce over 
past school memories with 
other Old Wellingtonians, 
whilst helping current 
pupils to have an equally 
enjoyable and unforgettable 
experience, was really lovely”. 

Ed 

Ed Peachey has recently 
returned from a gap year in 
Canada and loved chatting 
with Old Wellingtonians about 
and how the School was 50 
years ago.

Mallory

Mallory Millington is studying 
History at York and found 
the experience of speaking 
with Old Wellingtonians 
enjoyable and rewarding.

“It was a pleasure to speak to my caller - a very 

pleasant, polite and personable young man 

(which, of course, is only to be expected of a 

Wellington pupil).”

“It was unbelievable that I was called, I needed to 

sit down to take it all in, it has made my day.”

“I have returned the donation form though I 

wish I was able to make a larger contribution.”

“Really appreciated the phone call last night 

checking we were keeping OK in the current 

crisis. Many thanks. ”

OLD WELLINGTONIANS
Hardship Fund
We recruited an army of Sixth Form and recent Old Wellingtonian 
volunteers to help us contact Wellington School alumni.  The 
phonecalls were designed to check in on Old Wellingtonians to make 
sure they were well and coping with the lockdown and to discuss the 
Hardship Fund.   The former students really enjoyed the interesting and 
entertaining conversations they had.  Below are some of the helpers 
and feedback from those who made the calls and those who received 
the calls.

Anna

Wellington School | Wellington | TA21 8NT | 44 (0) 1823 668800

Thanks to the generosity of the Old Wellingtonian community 
£145,000 has been raised so far for the hardship fund.

Anybody can make a contribution - of any size - if you would 
like to donate please go to;

https://www.oldwellingtonians.co.uk/
SupportingWellington

Daisy

https://www.oldwellingtonians.co.uk/SupportingWellington
https://www.oldwellingtonians.co.uk/SupportingWellington
https://www.instagram.com/wellingtonschool1/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/wellingtonsch1
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonSchool/

