
Commemoration celebrations this year were a little different to previous years as 
families gathered at home, rather than in the marquee on School Field, to round off 
the School year.

The event observed the usual format with speeches from the Headmaster and Chair of 
Governors, Mrs Anna Govey.  Mrs Govey spoke of the support the School community 
has given each other from all over the World, whilst Mr du Toit recognised that whilst it 
is right to award prizes to those who have excelled in their field that we should also be 
clear that excellence is not achieved in isolation but with a team of people around you.

Prizes, Great Welly Project Awards and colours were awarded as in previous years.

The event was opened with a wonderful, remote performance of Jerusalem by Chapel 
Choir, accompanied by Orchestra and our Brass Ensemble.

After the announcement of the winners of the Norman and Pearce Cup; this year 
the victors were The Willows and Linden respectively.

Proceedings were brought to a close with a wonderful virtual rendition of One 
More Day from the musical, Les Miserables.  Our staff body had been preparing 
this performance in secret as a surprise for Commemoration and you can learn 
more about this terrific endeavour in the Music section of the newsletter.

Whereever in the World you were 
watching Commemoration we hope it 
provided you with an opportunity to 
celebrate with your family and to join 
together with the School Community to 
reflect on a very unusual year.

Friends on their way to enjoy a break in Cornwall stayed with us this week and I showed them 
our Lockdown Book; they were amazed by what it contained. The bake-offs, ‘Pets Corner’, 
philosophical arguments, pictures of families having fun, poems, images of beautiful sunrises 
– there was so much activity and energy on display for all to see. This newsletter is another 
confirmation of just how engaged and productive our community was during the summer 
term; the Wellington Community most certainly didn’t stand still during lockdown and it is 
right that we celebrate the term’s many achievements.

Having said that, it is vital that we all look to the future and prepare for the term ahead. I am 
pleased to confirm that plans are moving full steam ahead for a full reopening in September 
and I hope you’ve had the chance to read the July Update, which we sent you a few weeks 
ago. We are examining a vast range of issues – dining arrangements, movement around the 
site, medical facilities, classroom configurations, pick-up and drop-off, excursions, school 
transport, co-curricular activities, social spaces, study areas. Every aspect of school life is being 
scrutinised and assessed to ensure our community is safe, productively engaged and happy to 
be back on site when we reopen fully in September.

Wherever you are and whatever you’re doing, I hope you’re safe and in good spirits. 

With my best wishes,

Eugene du Toit  

From the Headmaster

Summer 2 2020

Commemoration
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ACADEMIC
The Great Welly Project - Summer CertificateThe Great Welly Project - Diploma

There has been a truly remarkable response to the opportunity 
presented to pupils, by the Great Welly Project, for engaging and 
fostering their own interest or passion during lock-down. Pupils 
of all ages have submitted some fantastic work, across so many 
academic and practical disciplines. We also fully intend to build 
on what has happened with future opportunities for a GWP, and 
support with the skills needed for independent work; to further 
foster a love of learning which is so important to all of us at 
Wellington.

The purpose of the Wellington Diploma was to provide Sixth Form 
students with an opportunity to engage in meaningful intellectual 
and academic endeavor.  There were 58 entries from across the 
Sixth Form ranging from writing a fantasy novella, building an 
outdoor pizza oven to planning a round the world sailing trip 
and translating a work of literature into modern English from the 
original Latin. Two students produced top award projects with 
Cathy Pu in Year 12 receiving a Platinum Award in Maths Science 
and Technology with her essay entitled: Interplay between major 
Psychiatric Disorders and Upper Sixth student, Georgie Evans, 
receiving Gold for her fascinating discussion on; Is it possible to 
prove or disprove the existence of a soul?

The Great Welly Project

The Great Welly Project was aimed at pupils in Year 7 to 10 and 
they embraced the scheme wholeheartedly with over 78 entries 
across the year groups at the same time as remote learning was 
taking place.

The Best GWP Contributor was Maddy David in Year 9, who 
completed three projects - one from each category - all receiving 
Silver Awards.

The Best Group Project came from sisters, Lara and Katie Moulding 
in Year 8 and 7 who researched, designed and built a table from 
their garden.

There were over 70 projects 
submitted by our Year 11 
students for the Summer 
Certificate and again there 
was a wide selecton of 
presentations from renovating 
bikes, essays, nutrition and 
sports rehabilitation plans, 
films and plays. The best overall 
Great Welly Project came from 
these entries; an original 
screenplay by Ethan Nester.  

Horizons Academic Lecture - Dealing with 
a Pandemic

We were delighted to welcome 
Old Wellingtonian and Cabinet 
Office Civil Servant, Lissie 
Fuller to deliver our final 
Horizons Academic Lecture of 
the academic year virtually on 
Teams.

Lissie discussed how she came 
to work in the Cabinet Office via 
teaching and the Department 
for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs.  She also gave the 
audience an overview of how 

the Civil Service operates.

We were then brought up to date with Lissie’s current role and 
how her team were tasked to provide human resources across 
a large number of government departments to respond to the 
Covid-19 crisis.

It was interesting to hear how the government were able to put a 
Head of the Covid taskforce in place within 48 hours, interviewing 
the successful candidate whilst waiting for a flight in an American 
airport and how the Department for Work and Pensions required 
5000 new call-handlers to assist with applications for Universal 
Credit and other benefits due to the pandemic.

Finally Lissie discussed her individual career path into the Civil 
Service and invited any students interested in such a career to 
contact her for advice.

Talks on Mexican Language and South 
American Literature

Students from Years 8 to 10 were treated to an interesting virtual talk 
on the Mexican Language.  Former Spanish teacher, Senor Garcia, 
outlined the four most popularly spoken languages in Mexico; 
Nahuatal, Maya, Mixteco and Zapoteco. Sixth Form students also 
benefited from Senor Garcia’s knowledge through an interesting 
talk to benefit their knowledge of Latin American Literature.

Pre-A Level Biology Work

Year 11 Pre-A Level biologists have been studying  environmental 
issues and solutions. They have been considering the effects of 
COVID lockdowns on the environment and decisions we must 
make to sustain some of the benefits and sustainably feed a 
growing global population. 
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The Drama 
depar tment 
are busy 
researching 
d i f f e r e n t 
festivals and 
events that 
our actors 
can take part 
in next year. 
The Bigger 
Room Project, 
part of the 
N a t i o n a l 
S t u d e n t 
D r a m a 

Festival provides online zoom conferences with actors from the 
industry. They have recently featured actors and writers such as 
Phoebe Waller-Bridge.  The next online event will be taking place 
in August and you access  events here.

In the last week of term 
pupils in the Lower School 
submitted entries to our 
Lower School’s Got Talent 
competition.  

The entries included 
dramatic and musical pieces 
from across Years 7 and 8 
all of which were filmed at 
home with social distancing 
in place.  It was a lovely way 
to round off the year and we 

are extremely grateful to all 
our performers; Erin Fish and 
Eliza Wood, Ella de Warren 
Penny, Genevieve Altoft, 
Henry Lander and Matilda 
Andersen.   

And also a big thankyou to 
the comperes for the event; 
Grace Renyard and Harriet 
Joseph Sanders.

Orchestra perform James Bond
MUSIC AND DRAMA

Our Music Department excelled itself with an amazing virtual 
performance of the latest Bond theme, No Time To Die.  Our 
Orchestra teamed up with singing group, Harmonix and along 
with a large number of our music teachers gave an outstanding 
rendition of Billie Eilish’s song.  An inspirational project which 
allowed our students and staff to work towards something truly 
memorable.  You can view the performance here. 

Harmonix Virtual Performance

Harmonix, our Sixth Form girl band, performed the title song from 
the hit musical Six.  The show brings six wives of Henry VIII together 
infront of the microphone to tell their tales in a fun musical and 
our singers certainly had fun in this virtual performance which 
you can view on our facebook page here.

Lunchtime Concerts
Over the course of the 
second summer half term 
our musicians recorded solo 
performances at home.  These 
individual videos were then 
stitched together by the 
talented Mr Sampson from 
our Music Department.  The 
result was a weekly lunchtime 
concert featuring talented 
musicians from across the 
year groups.  

In June our performers 
put together a wonderful 
programme of pieces from 
across both the Prep and 
Senior School featuring 
musicians from Nursery to 
Sixth Form and including 
performances on piano, ‘cello, 
flute, violin, drums as well as 
solo and ensemble singing for 
Make Music Day.

One Day More....

Even our staff got in on the act of virtual performances during 
remote learning.  You can see their incredible version, with 
costumes, of One Day More from Les Miserables at the end of our 
virtual Commemoration Day here.

Lower School’s Got Talent

National Student Drama Festival

https://www.nsdf.org.uk/get-involved/the-bigger-room-project?fbclid=IwAR0RB9Uu3sExmhliRLJc4MtWhvPHKWh0noWjk-BNXduPfCqg7M0gD7mJ17c
https://resources.finalsite.net/videos/t_video_mp4_480/v1591354797/wellingtonschoolorguk/ilcjm25dfwr9hn0rqoro/NoTimeToDieOrchestraHarmonix-1.mp4
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonSchool/
https://wellington.fireflycloud.net/commemoration-day


News | from Wellington School

The girls in Lower School House, 
Linden, came up with the idea of 
a recipe book to include dishes 
that people had enjoyed cooking 
during lockdown.

Each girl in the House and staff 
submitted recipes for inclusion 
and the book was put together 
to sell to raise funds for School 
charities.

A great fundraising idea.  Well 
done Linden House.

Students on our Talented Athlete 
Pathway have benefited from a 
number of remote sessions this half 
term with our Director of Sport, Mr 
Jones.

Students have been set a number of 
strength and conditioning workouts 
and have been submitting times for 
the Sport and Wellbeing department 
to keep track of their progress.

SPORT

TAP Sessions

Sunrise Virtual Gathering

Sports Day was configured slightly differently this year and 
comprised some new events.  Students had to perform a number 
of activities including Welly Wanging and Standing Long Jump and 
send in their times and measurements for points to be awarded 
and added up for a final total.

Pre-Season Rugby

As students started to spend a little more time in School towards 
the end of term, it was great to see some pre-season rugby 
training taking place on School Field.

LOCKDOWN RECIPE BOOK

Our Sunrise Event on Sunday 21st June saw a mass gathering 
via Microsoft Teams as students and their families took to a local 
vantage point to watch the sunrise.  The event was covered by 
BBC Radio Somerset with the Headmaster and Sixth Formers, 
Ollie Kennedy and Issie Piper taking part in interviews on the 
Radio Station before and after the event.

Sports Day
NEWS
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NEWS
All Year Groups welcomed back before 
Summer Holidays

Womble of Wellington School

We were amazed to discover that Wellington School is the 
inspiration for Wellington The Womble.  We were visited recently 
by local Womble Superfan, Kyla Dawe, who informed us that 
the Wombles’ author, Elisabeth Beresford’s nephew, attended 
Wellington School and it is true that Wellington wears a school 
cap in Wellington School colours and similar to the one worn by 
our Prep School pupils. 

The School was delighted to have been able to welcome back all 
students from Year 7 to Year 12 before the term ended.  Each year 
group was invited in to take part in sport and wellbeing sessions 
and to catch up with their tutor and friends. 

The sessions were socially distanced and mostly took place 
outside to keep everybody safe.

These were important opportunities for pupils to touch base 
before September and we hope this will make the anticipated 
return to School in September easier for the students.

Sixth Form Cookery Channel

The Sixth Form Cookery Channel on Teams was a huge hit this term 
with students and staff offering up some delicious treats to try at 
home.  There was guacamole and pasta dishes and Mrs Mac and Mr 
Moy discussed the biology and chemistry of Pre and Post workout 
snacks in the Sixth Form lunchtime Cookery channel - cacao energy 
balls and chocolate recovery drink.... and a few metabolic pathways 
thrown in for good measure.
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NEWS
Safe Schools

CAREERS

We are planning for a full return to school, by all our students and staff, for the start of the next academic 
year.  The Government issued guidance recently on how schools will operate in September. We are 
carefully scrutinising the guidance to better understand what adaptations will need to be made to 
ensure everyone in our community is safe. We will operate to the highest standards of health and safety, 
and parents should now have received our July update on our plans for a full return to School.

This update is available on our website and you can access the Government’s advice by following this 
link:  www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/
guidance-for-full-opening-schools .

We are confident that a full return to school in September will be the best course of action for our day 
and boarding students. However, should any student not be able to attend school as normal from 
September, we will continue to deliver lessons remotely, in addition to our regular classroom teaching.

We have adopted the Boarding Schools Association, Covid-Safe Charter, which expects schools that 
have committed to it to go beyond statutory requirements as a way of ensuring the boarding houses 
and wider school site are safe for pupils to return to.

Spotlight Talk

Our final Spotlight Careers Talk of the academic year featured Old 
Wellingtonian Ashley Boddy (Lights ‘03), who spoke about working in 
animation to our Year 12 students.

Ashley has worked for Aardman Productions on films such as Sean the 
Sheep and Early Man.  His current role is as Head of Story at Locksmith 
Productions in London, who will shortly be announcing their latest 
production.

Careers Focus Sessions

Lower School pupils were introduced to careers in the Health Sector,   
conservation and journalism by speakers, who ran virtual careers 
sessions towards the end of term.  The speakers discussed their own 
careers and also how they had come to work in those fields.

https://twitter.com/wellingtonsch1
https://www.instagram.com/?hl=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools

