
CONNECTIONS
T H E  W E L L I N G TO N  S C H O O L  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E

Wellington during 
lockdown
How our community 
pulled togther 

University
mentors
OWs agree to mentor 
university applicants

Behind closed 
doors
How well do you 
remember the school 
campus?



We are delighted to bring 
you this updated version 
of  Connections. We will be 
producing this publication 
twice each year – Summer, 
and Christmas after the 
November OW Weekend, to 
include Remembrance.
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HEADMASTER'S WELCOME

Dear alumni, former staff and friends of  the School, 
It is a great pleasure to be writing to you and I hope you enjoy reading about 
life at Wellington and learning more about what Old Wellingtonians around 
the world are up to. 

The School entered its first period of  lockdown just over a year ago. There 
was much uncertainty at the time – nationally and internationally – and I am 
delighted that as I write we are cautiously easing restrictions and there is a 
sense of  cautious optimism in the air.

I could not be prouder of  how the Wellington family has responded to the 
challenges we have faced. Students, parents, staff, Governors, alumni and 
friends of  the School have all shown remarkable resilience, courage and good 
cheer. I am immensely grateful to Old Wellingtonians for their generous support of  the Hardship Fund – it 
has made a real and very tangible difference to a significant number of  families.

Despite the restrictions we have lived under, the Wellington School community has been busy and engaged. 
There is so much to celebrate and I sincerely hope that we will all be able to enjoy seeing one another in 
person in the very near future.

With my best wishes,

Some of  you may remember Old Wellingtonian Rachel Sanders (Gillard’s 
1992) from her hockey playing days as a schoolgirl here at Wellington. 
Rachel has just taken up the reins in the newly created role of  Director of  
Development, and still plays hockey (and coaches)  for Wellington Fox’s. 

Rachel has been at Wellington for 10 years - initially as Human Resources 
Manager, and for the past 5 years as our Registrar.  Rachel has a wealth 
of  experience and a raft of  ideas for building and consolidating the 
Development Department within the School. She will be driving all the 
projects forward over the coming years, to take Wellington School into the 21st Century, and solidify the firm 
foundation of  the past. Welcome Rachel - we look forward to the next chapter!

development@wellington-school.org.uk

INTRODUCING OUR NEW 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT...
RACHEL DEBENHAM
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During the various lockdowns 
this year, our whole school 
community has risen to 
local challenges to support 
the community. Our DT 
department made PPE, our 
librarian made face-masks for 
charity, many of  our pupils 
and staff worked setting up the 
Covid wards at Musgrove, in 
testing or vaccinations centres 
and in the local community.

We wanted to do something 
additional to support our elderly 
OW community, so our Sixth 
Form students spent every 
Thursday evening during lock 
down calling the older members 
of  our OW family. They heard 
some fascinating tales of  food in 
the 50’s, Willows in the 60’s and 
the itchy CCF uniform! This 
was a fantastic opportunity for 
both our OWs and our students 

and they both made some 
really valuable and memorable 
connections. One of  the Lower 
Sixth students commented on 
how they felt nervous before 
making the first call, but by 
the end they felt proud and 
honoured to be involved. We 
genuinely hope that we have 
been able to make a small 
difference to some lonely, 
elderly members of  the OW 
community. 

In addition, our Year 6 pupils 
have been writing postcards 
to some of  our OWs telling 
them about their exploits during 
lockdown! Fantastically, some of  
our OWs took the time to write 
some lovely replies which the 
children loved. It was exciting 
for them to receive post during 
lockdown,  which happens so 
rarely in this digital age!

THE WELLINGTON COMMUNITY 
DURING LOCKDOWN 

“Hello, it was really nice to 
get your postcard. I am very 

impressed with your handwriting. 
One of  my favourite subjects was 

English and I was a little boy of  
10 when I came to Wellington 

School in 1953. That makes 
me quite an old man, so I am 

sometimes told! I hope you can 
work out how old I am…!”

William Bailey – The Willows, 1960
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We have started a series of  personal interviews with celebrated OWs entitled, 
“In Conversation With…” The first one, with Sir David Suchet received 
some wonderful feedback from his classmates who remembered David in the 
early days during his time at Wellington.

If  you would like to watch this and a collection of  other Development videos 
– please click on this link or copy it to your browser. 

https://vimeo.com/510657517

The next interview was with Rachel Skinner, who is now President of  
Institution of  Civil Engineers. Rachel is youngest president in the ICE’s 
200-year history and only the second woman to hold the role. 

https://vimeo.com/542736119/1e0a137f4d

IN CONVERSATION WITH…

DEVELOPMENT VIDEO CHANNEL

We now have a dedicated Development 
Collection on Vimeo, on which there is a 
fabulous collection of  videos celebrating 
many aspects of  life in the School , from 

Remembrance to Carol Concerts, there is 
even a whole school ChaCha Slide

If  you would like to stay up to date with 
activities in school and take a trip down 

memory lane – please do visit

https://vimeo.com/channels/1690211

“Playing the lead role in Macbeth at 
Wellington was the most extraordinary 
experience of  the whole of  my school 
days. It opened a door for me which I 

then went through.”
Sir David Suchet
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We are always grateful to our OWs and really value your input to our current students.  If  you would be happy 
to give a talk to share your experiences please do contact us at Development@wellington-school.org.uk

During lockdown, we have been overwhelmed by the number of  Old Wellingtonians who have given up their 
valuable time to chat to our students about their lives after Wellington School. We have learned, laughed and 
travelled the world with them in an inspirational series of  talks. Our great thanks go to …

OWs STEP UP IN LOCKDOWN 

OW Paul Urwin is
The british

voiceover Man

(Willows '92)

MOnday 25th January, 3pm

HEAR HIS THOUGHTS ON

EDUCATION, CREATIVITY, FINDING YOUR

NICHE AND BUILDING SKILLSFOR LIFE

Follow his journey from

London to Colombia and from

corporate to entrepreneurial life

 Voiceover Translation
&   Entrepreneurship  

Paul Unwin Willows 1992 (Careers Spotlight – The Voiceover Man)

Anthony James Richards 2015 (Law Society – A Journey to being a barrister)

George Carson Oak 2015 (National Careers Week - A Road Map to becoming an Entrepreneur)

George Carson Oak 2015 (Business & Economics -  Crypto Currencies)

Alys Metcalf  Beech 2008 (National Careers Week – Actor Writer and Speech Coach)

Lydia Cross  Fox’s 2012 (Careers Spotlight, Forensic Psychology) 

Beth Crockett Fox’s 2016 (Raban Society– Studying History)

Jess van de Vliet Fox’s 2018 (MedSoc – Studying Medicine)

Tim Kilbey Oak 2019 (MedSoc – Studying medicine at Oxford)

Ed Peachey Hardwick 2018 (Geography Travel Club  - gap year skiing instructor)

Mallory Millington Hardwick 2018 (Geography Travel Club  - gap year travel)

Beatrice Renyard Gillard’s 2020 (Careers Spotlight - Studying Architecture at University)

Annabelle Jay Gillard’s 2017 (MedSoc – Medical Engineering)

Cassie Coombes Fox’s 2017 (Raban and Coleridge Societies - Intro to Digital Sport and Communications)

Molly Barlow Beech 2020 (Raban Society - Applying to Oxbridge)

Tristan Mackay  Richard’s 2000 (Music – On the Record – Songwriting)

Garrath Williams Darks 1993  (Elite Mindsets SPW Talk - Leadership in the Army and Sport)

Tom Harris Hardwick 2015  (Music  - On the Record - Forming a Rock Band)

Ollie Blakeman Oak 2020 (Careers National Apprenticeships Week – Unilever Apprenticeship)

David Bishop Lights 1999 (Drama Tech Club – Lighting Design)

Charlie Pemberton Beech 2016 (Classics Talk – Studying Classics at Cambridge)

Tom & James Carson  Oak 2008 / 2012   – (Elite Mindsets - Leadership and Motivation)

Carly Bawden    Gillard's 2006 (Music – On the Record – My Journey to the West End Stage)
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A new initiative from Miss Hobday has seen our more recent OWs agree to mentor this year’s group of  
Oxbridge candidates through their Oxbridge applications, as well as other university candidates. They have 
been able to share some advice and helpful interview techniques and it is a unique chance for our applicants 
to tap in to experience and insights. Good Luck to all of  this year’s applicants and many thanks to the 
following mentors;

Lydia Buckingham Gillard’s 2016
Beatrice Renyard Gillard’s 2020
Tom Blelloch Oak 2018
Will Hammerton Howard 2018
Alice Cambridge Prices 2015
Anthony James Richards 2015
Charlie Pemberton Beech 2016

OXBRIDGE AND UNIVERSITY MENTORS

The Wellington Foundation was established in 2004 and bequests have been enormously important to 
Wellington since its earliest years. As we look ahead to the 20th anniversary of  Wellington’s Foundation, 
leaving a gift in your will is your opportunity to help secure Wellington’s future and support the education of  
future generations.

Much has happened at the School in the past few years and more is planned for the coming decade, thanks to 
the continuing generosity of  OWs, parents and friends of  the School. Looking ahead to the 20th anniversary 
of  the Foundation of  the School in 2024, the Governors have set an ambitious development programme, 
involving significant investment in our School buildings and facilities. As well as the considerable expansion 
of  our bursary provision.

JOIN THE “20 YEAR ON SOCIETY” 

... and leave a lasting legacy for future generations

“My life would have turned out very differently if  I hadn’t received an 
academic bursary to attend Wellington. It was the first place where I felt like I 
belonged. The staff at Wellington nurtured and encouraged me every step of  

the way. I owe so much of  my success and happiness to the School.”
Charlie Pemberton

Charlie went on to read Classics at Cambridge University, was a Choral 
Scholar at Selwyn College and is still at Cambridge studying for her DPhil.
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COMPLETED PROJECTS

We have already completed many projects, which cost the following amounts. We raised £83,000 towards this 
with your help.

New astro £298K

To
ta

l o
ut

la
y 

 £
1,

07
5,

00
0

Café 37 £257K Chapel windows £56K

Duke’s refurbishments £64K

New astro: our 
astro is used 

throughout the 
school day for 

BENEFITS OF EACH PROJECT TO THE 
SCHOOL AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY:

New astro: our astro is used throughout the school day for sports lessons and play (during morning break). Hockey 
training takes places after school and fixtures are played over the weekend. The Prep School use the astro for activities 
and training, with some junior cricket fixtures also being played on the surface. The boarders enjoy playing football on the 
astro on Sunday afternoons. We host Fox’s Hockey Club – which is made up of  players from across the School and town 
communities – every Tuesday night, with juniors on the astro between 6-7 pm and seniors playing after that. 

Dukes: Duke’s Study Centre provides an outstanding space for students to work in and our well-stocked library is very 
popular amongst younger students, who greatly enjoy curling up in the comfortable armchairs with a good book. 

Café 37: The Café is an immensely popular destination for students and staff alike, who are drawn to the fresh and light 
environment and the delicious refreshments. The Friends of  Wellington School also meet in the Café and new parents are 
welcomed to the Wellington family at ‘Friends on Friday’ coffee events. 

Chapel windows: the Chapel remains at the heart of  school life. Whether for services, concerts or year-group meetings, 
this beautiful space provides an inspirational and uplifting setting for students, staff and parents alike.  
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A big thank you to everyone who so generously donated to the Hardship Fund, which has raised over 
£100,000 so far. This has been a hugely well-supported initiative which has helped a significant number 
of  families stay at Wellington through this difficult time. It is another fabulous example of  outstanding 
relationships across the Wellington Community.

HARDSHIP FUND 

The School is committed to growing its bursary funds in order 
to support able students to attend Wellington regardless of  their 
financial means.
 
A key part of  our  strategy is the newly introduced Head’s Award, 
which will focus on supporting local children who would benefit from 
a Wellington education but whose parents would not normally be 
able to finance school fees.
 
We want to support able students who are intellectually curious, 
engaged with their learning and want to contribute to the wider life 
of  the School.

If  you would like to leave a lasting legacy, please contact 
development@wellington-school.org.uk

http://vmgiving.co/wellingtonschool
 

BURSARIES AND THE HEAD’S AWARD 

We are planning to appoint year group representatives for each 
leaving year group. This person will be a pivotal contact for that 
year group and will be consulted on such issues as OW reunions 
and help with fund raising initiatives.

YEAR GROUP REPRESENTATIVES

If  you would be happy to represent your year group, 
please email Development@wellington-school.org.uk

Your School
needs you!
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BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

We have some iconic doors around the School.

Can you place some of  these? They may look a little 
different and the buildings may even have had a 
change of  use!

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

Answers
1. Northside (Formerly Science, now Maths and Modern Foreign Languages)
2. The Avenue (Sixth Form Centre, former Boarding House)
3. Headmaster’s House (Rose Cottage)
4. Duke’s
5. Great Hall Foyer (Formerly a German Classroom)
6. The Willows
7. The Chapel
8. Great Hall
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Answers 
9. The Pound (Formerly the Tuck Shop)
10. Lights (School House)
11. Overside (Formerly Darks)
12. The Deputies Office (Formerly Lower School Boys’ Houserooms / The Book Room)
13. Mr Fasham’s Maths Classroom – (Formerly Science)
14. The Library (Formerly Upper School Boys’ Houserooms)
15. The AV Block
16. Bottom of The Chapel (secret passage here..?)
17. Classroom Clock
18. George Corner Music School (Formerly Boys’ Changing Rooms)
19. Passage to Lippincott
20. Study Centre (Formerly Staff Room)

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20
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LITERARY STARS

We are proud to have a number of  successful published authors amongst our OW family and community. A 
quick sweep of  the bookshelves reveals an array of  talent, which we are delighted to showcase here…

We are always really please to showcase works of  our OWs and there are many more talented authors who 
we will feature in the next issue of  Connection

Children’s Fiction 
Tom Mitchell: OW

Children’s Fiction
Sophie Cleverly: married to an OW

Children’s Fiction 
Simon Hopes:  OW

Non-Fiction: 
Lucy Pollock: OW Parent

Non-Fiction: 
Simon Singh: OW

Non-Fiction: 
Naomi Thomas B.E.M: – Parent. 
Founder of  ‘The Wishing Well 
Foundation’
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Non-Fiction: 
Ella Frances Sanders: OW

Non-Fiction: 
Lieutenant General Sir Freddie Viggers 
KCB CMG MBE DL: OW

Adult Fiction: 
Vanessa De Haan: Current parent - 
historical fiction author & journalist

Screen Writing  
Tom Moran:  OW

Adult Fiction:
Nicola Pryce: OW Parent

Journalist:
Alex Finnis: OW 

Other:
Harriet Persey: OW – Cheltenham / 
Hay Festival organiser

Other: 
Sophie Wainwright Dunn - OW

Other:
Alys Metcalf  – OW - Actor, Writer 
and Speech Coach. Works with BBC 
Writers Room.  
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After 32 years of  loyal service to the School, Mr 
Andy Carson will retire at the end of  the Summer 
term. During his time he has occupied many 
positions including Head of  DT, Maths teacher, 
Housemaster of  Howard, Darks and Talbot 
not to mention his numerous sport and D of  E 
commitments. 

Mr Carson and his splendid dynasty is a legend of  
Wellington School and he will be sorely missed by 
staff and pupils alike.

We are hoping to create a year book for him with 
memories of  each of  the 32 years he has been at 
Welly. If  you have any photos, memories or even 
remember some of  his hilarious “Dad jokes”, 
please do email us so we can add your memories 
of  ‘Cars’ to our book.

AND FINALLY
 

We have welcomed well over 1,000 primary school 
children to a range of events

received financial 
assistance totalling 
over £800,000
 

Over 230 pupils 

Since the start of the 2019 academic year…

We have provided 
over 6,000 hours of 
community service

Over

£ 6 0 0 0
raised for charity

Over £6,000 Local,
national & 

international
programmes 

supported
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Births, Marriages and Deaths 
We would like to carry a regular feature of  significant life events for our OWS. 
Please do send in photos, news and information about all the events, and we 
will feature them in the next issue.



To contact us, please email 
development@wellington-school.org.uk

01823 668858

facebook.com/OWAWellingtonSchool
twitter.com/OwaWellington
instagram.com/oldwellingtonians

It is a huge honour to be President of  the Old 
Wellingtonians, a community of  previous students 
old and young that share a common place that was 
so important during our development as children 
into young adults and which played a role in shaping 
who we are today. Our life journeys have taken us off 
in many different directions and on many different 
adventures, yet at times the journey draws us back to 
Wellington, to meet up with old friends, to reminisce, 
to support the school. We have not been able to do 
that for a while, but the community has still been there, 
supporting each other and supporting the students 
of  today through various means such as fundraising, 
donating, mentoring and giving talks. Hopefully we 
shall meet in person soon, until then stay safe.

Kate Evans – President of  the 
Old Wellingtonians Association
Beech 1993


