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We are delighted to bring you 
the second in our updated 
version of  Connections. We 
will producing this publication 
twice each year – Summer 
and Christmas after the 
November OW Weekend, to 
include Remembrance.
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This term has been a whirlwind of  activity at the School; it’s safe to say that 
I cannot remember a busier autumn in my career. Our pupils arrived in 
September full of  energy and drive, and our team of  teaching and support 
staff have worked tirelessly in supporting them realise their ambitions. 

I would like to praise and thank every member of  staff for all they have 
done this term, indeed this past year. Everyone has played their part in 
making sure that Wellington School has remained a safe and supportive 
environment, regardless of  the stresses and strains they have faced on a daily 
basis. Everyone has worked extraordinarily hard – giving of  their time freely, 
whether it be during or out of  normal ‘office hours’. 

All this effort has often come at a price. Fatigue and frustration set in as 
the term wore on – but the team kept on going. Staff have had to do and become more than they could ever have 
imagined. They have been called on to offer social support, be a shoulder to cry on and carry out COVID tests; 
they have had to set up vaccination centres and carry extraordinary levels of  uncertainty as regional and national 
landscapes have changed. On top of  that, teachers have had to deliver a curriculum in the hope that pupils will be 
able to show their learning in external exams next summer. 

I could not be prouder or more grateful for what the team of  staff at Wellington have achieved this past term. We 
are one team – teaching and support, Prep and Senior – and everyone has stood together to ensure that Wellington 
School has been true to its values, and remained the School which you, as Old Wellingtonians, know and love. 

I hope that you all enjoy a merry and restful Christmas, and that 2022 is a happy and healthy year for you and 
your loved ones. 

With my best wishes,

OW FAMILY WEEKEND AND PICNIC

We were delighted to welcome so many families 
to our OW Family Day in the summer.  Old 
Wellingtonians enjoyed picnics on School Field 
and took advantage of  the School facilities 
with swimming, tennis, hockey, table tennis, 
badminton and the fabulous new indoor 
climbing wall funded by the Friends of  School.  
A lovely day for OWs to get together, see the 
School and meet up with staff and old friends.  
We hope to run this again next year, so do let us 
know if  you have any ideas to improve the event.
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OWs turned out in force and had 
a wonderful time reminiscing 
with friends and teachers at the 
November Reunion Weekend.  
OWs joined us for Brunch and the 
AGM at which the new President 
Stephen Page was elected.  Our 
1st XV Rugby and Hockey XI 
teams played at home and many 
OWs of  all ages turned out to 
support them and re-live their 
own sporting days.

There was a fabulous supper in 
the Cafe and many OWs enjoyed 
watching live England v Australia 
rugby on the big screens and a 
delicious chilli from the fabulous 
catering team. The rugby was 
followed by a stroll to the Iron 
Duke for some further trip “Down 
Memory Lane!”

The following day - Remembrance 
Sunday - kicked off with off 
with a Chapel Service with the 
glorious Chapel Choir, which 
was augmented by a number of  
visiting former choristers. We 

also enjoyed a reading from OW 
Jack Mercer (Lights ’57).  The 
traditional Remembrance Parade 
with CCF and Corps of  Drums 
then processed through town to 
the War Memorial in the Park. 
The Last Post was played by 
bugler Dylan Leonard, son of  
Jon and Lucy Leonard, who is 
currently in the Upper Sixth. 

It was a marvellous reunion, and 
as always, so wonderful to see so 
many of  our returning alumni.

Mike Fuller MBE (Lights 1985 
and a former member of  the 
Wellington School CCF) served 
in the Royal Engineers and with 
the Army’s Airborne Forces 
between 1988-2009, retiring 
as a Lieutenant Colonel. On 
Remembrance Sunday, he had 
the honour of  representing the 
Airborne Engineers’ Association 
as part of  the veteran’s parade 
marching past the Cenotaph and 
members of  the Royal Family.

The National Trust have completed the restoration 
of  the iconic Wellington Monument. You can now go 
to the top of  it and this is the view with the Chapel at 
centre stage.  You can even see Will Garrett coaching 
rugby on School Field! The Monument was then 
lit up to celebrate Remembrance! A wonderful and 
fitting tribute, which was visible for miles around.

OW WEEKEND & REMEMBRANCE THE WELLINGTON MONUMENT

MONUMENT RUN

The whole School turned out for the celebrated 
Monument Run! Do you remember doing this? 
It was abandoned some years ago but revived 
by Dr David Lungley in 2013.

The run is a 3 or 5 mile cross country course 
up to the Wellington Monument and back. The 
Year 7 and 8 children do the “Lemmings Run” 
around Bulford.

The revival was attended by some illustrious 
old Wellingtonian Olympians;John Moore, 
who competed in the Olympics in the 1950s 
and 60s and his son, Mark, who competed in 
the Olympics in the 1980s.  John and Mark 
hail from the only family to provide 3 Olympic 

athletes as John’s father, George Moore took part 
in the 1948 Olympics. Olympian Edward Ling 
and Paralympian Deb Criddle were also present.
Former Somerset County Athletics Captain, 
Kairie Ekue were also in attendance as well as 
Jazz Godwin the holder of  Wellington School’s 
100 metre record!

The trophy presented to the winners was 
constructed from the much-prized relay baton 
that Mr Lungley was given for volunteering at 
London 2012. 

This year was an equally fabulous event, with 
students of  all ages competing and enjoying the 
camaraderie and personal challenge of  the run.
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We are thrilled that many of  our Old Wellingtonians have been recognised in recent Honours lists. 
The legacy of  tradition and excellence runs deep! Congratulations to...

OWS HONOURS BOARD

Sir David Alan Chipperfield  (Lights ’72) 
Appointed a member of  the Order of  the 
Companions of  Honour for his services to architecture

David studied architecture at the Kingston School of  Art and the 
Architectural Association School of  Architecture in London before founding 
his own practice in 1985. He has built a design methodology that is now used 
across four offices in London, Berlin, Milan and Shanghai.

David Chipperfield is a member of  the Royal Institute of  British Architects and an honorary fellow of  both 
the American Institute of  Architects and the Bund Deutscher Architekten. Among the accolades he has 
received are the Order of  Merit of  the Federal Republic of  Germany, awarded in 2009, and a knighthood 
for services to architecture in the UK and Germany, awarded in 2010. In 2011 he received the RIBA Royal 
Gold Medal for Architecture, and in 2013, the Praemium Imperiale from the Japan Art Association, both 
given in recognition of  a lifetime’s work. 

David Bishop (Lights ’99)
BAFTA Award winning lighting designer 

David graduated from RADA with honours in lighting design and went on 
to work extensively in television, film, live events & music. Over the past 20 
years, David worked on large scale events such as the Queen's Concerts, Live 
Earth, The Royal Variety Performance and Children In Need; through global 
brands including Strictly Come Dancing , X Factor and Britain's Got Talent, 
as well as major state occasions such as the wedding of  HRH Prince Harry & 
Meghan Markle, HRH  Prince Philip's funeral, State Opening of  Parliament
and the Grenfell Tower Memorial Service at St Paul's Cathedral.

Megan Toon (Price’s 2011)  
ESG Supply Chain and Procurement
Consultant at KPMG UK

Felicity Sunderland-Hall (Beech 2015)
Executive at Pernod Ricard

Both were nominated for the UK Women of  the Future Awards. The Awards, founded by Pinky Lilani CBE 
DL in 2006, were conceived to provide a platform for the remarkable female talent in the UK. The awards 
recognise the inspirational stars of  tomorrow across diverse sectors. HRH The Countess of  Wessex is  Global
Ambassador, Cherie Blair is patron of  the WOF Awards and Baroness Gabrielle Bertin, Chair of  our Awards 
judging panel. 

Megan commented “At the Awards Gala, I was astonished 
by the bravery, determination and innovation of  

women at the fore front of  business, ESG, sport and 
more. The evening gave me a fire in my heart to step 
up and lead the change that will enable us to set this 

planet on a future fit trajectory.”

Gareth Hynes (Hardwick 2000)
Received an MBE in the New Year Honours List 

Gareth is a Specialist Registrar in Respiratory Medicine at Oxford University 
Hospitals (OUH) and a Clinical Research Fellow at the University of  Oxford, 
has been awarded an MBE in the New Year Honours List for Services to 
Medical Education during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Gareth, 36, who lives in the Jericho area of  Oxford, is originally from Bristol.

In addition to his roles at OUH and the University of  Oxford, Gareth is the 
co-chair of  the Trainee Physician Committee for Health Education England's 
Thames Valley Deanery and co-represents the region on the national Royal 
College of  Physicians (RCP) Trainee Committee.

He was involved in organising the regional response to the COVID-19 pandemic for junior doctors, 
including pandemic preparation, the education of  clinicians on COVID-19 and its clinical management, 
regular communication and information dissemination, caring for the physical and emotional wellbeing of  
colleagues during the response, and of  course looking after patients with COVID-19 on the Respiratory 
High Dependency Unit. 

Gareth was also awarded one of  the OUH Junior Doctor of  the Year Awards 2020.
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We also have many OWs who are involved in
fascinating and inspirational ventures. 

Toria McPhaden - (Gillards '98), 
Group Captain, Toria McPhaden took over as Station Commander at
RAF Northolt this month.

Toria studied Geography at Oxford University before going on to King’s College 
to do a Masters in Defence Studies. On joining the RAF, Toria worked in RAF 
Infrastructure Branch where she was the Requirements Manager for Project MoD 
Estates London (MoDEL) which focussed on the £200 million re-development of  
RAF Northolt, and spent several years with the Defence Infrastructure Organisation.

Garrath Williams (Overside ’93) 

Garrath Williams, a former British and Australian Army officer, came under 
Taliban fire with Afghans who risked their lives for the international mission. 
Garrath is now a director at JobOppO, which is matching relocated Afghans with 
partner employers who include major firms such as ASDA, Iceland and hospitality
giant Whitbread. 

JobOppO, which was relaunched in November 2020, currently has more than 30 
Afghans on its books and operates an online jobs board as well as offering advice
and general support.

James Carson (Oak 2012) 

James recently played for the Wales Senior Men’s Hockey team in a World Cup 
Qualifying Tournament hosted by Hockey Wales at their National Stadium in 
Cardiff. Only the top 2 teams qualified for the World Cup, to be held in 
Bhubaneswar, India, in January 2023. The key match for Wales was against 
Ireland, where the win put them through to the final against France.  That match 
ended in a draw, but following a penalty shoot-out (known as Shuffles) Wales 
were victorious. They travel to India in 14 months’ time to compete in their first 
ever World Cup.

Archie Sylvester - (Richards 2007) 

Ferris and Sylvester Formerly solo artists in their own 
right, Issy Ferris and Archie Sylvester make music with 
elements of  blues, folk and good old-fashioned rock 'n' 
roll, all from the kitchen of  their flat. 

They have played Glastonbury, Boardmasters and 
many massive festivals, supported the likes of  Eric 
Clapton and Robert Plant as well as playing the 
main stage at Wilderness Festival and BBC Music 
Introducing LIVE. They have just brought out a new 
album – Superhuman -   and completed a UK tour. 
Greatness awaits!

Kitty MacFarlane (Fox’s 2011) 

Is currently on tour supporting the fabulous Seasick Steve. Kitty  is a 
songwriter and guitarist nominated in the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards  for the 
Horizon award, and voted FATEA Female Artist of  the Year.

Joey Bria D’Rozario (Hardwick 2014)

Joey is a beauty & sustainability writer and self-confessed skintellect. He founded
skincare brand Velvet Skin Inc,  which was featured in Tatler and London Life 
magazines (which you can buy in M&S and Waitrose). The products are made 
solely from ingredients derived from plants, flowers, nuts and fruits. 

“I had absolutely no idea there was a career in lighting until Wellington staged a 
production of  Jesus Christ Superstar – a departure from previous shows, which were 

only as adventurous as an annual Gilbert & Sullivan opera! The Director co-erced 
a friend, who worked in BBC radio, to look after the complex sound needs of  a full 
musical with an off-stage band. It was through chatting to him that I realized there 

was a real opportunity to work in lighting, and events in general.”

David Bishop - Bafta winning lighting designer
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CATCHING THE SCIENCE BUG...

Gareth Hynes (see above) was inspired at Wellington to follow his ambitions to study science and medicine. 

The John Kendall-Carpenter Science Centre with its state-of-the-art laboratories and lecture theatre opened 
in 1991. Since then, many illustrious aspiring scientists have passed through its doors and been inspired and 
motivated to seek a career in the field of  science. We celebrated some recent leavers here – but there are 
many more!

Do share your stories with us!
Some of  our recent OW scientists include;

Freddie Renyard – (Oak 2018)
A Levels: Biology, Chemistry, Maths, Further Maths, Greek
Degree: BSc Medicine, extra degree – info to follow
Career: Medicine

Amy Tisshaw – (Price’s 2018)
A Levels: Biology, Geography, PE
Degree: BSc Geography and Environmental Science
Career: Outdoor Adventurous Activities Instructor

Charlotte Revolta (Fox’s 2018)
A Levels: Biology, Mathematics, Latin
Degree: BSc Optometry
Career: Optometrist

Hannah King  - (Gillard’s 2018)
A Levels: Biology, Chemistry, History
Degree: Masters in Chiropractic (MChiro)
Career: Chiropractor

Iona Perry  - (Price’s 2018)
A Levels: Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics
Degree: Veterinary Science (BVSc)
Career: Vet

Lilian Hartley  - (Gillard’ 2018)
A Levels: Biology, History, Philosophy and Ethics.
Degree: BSc Midwifery (Hons)
Career: Midwife

Sam Merry - (Hardwick – 2018)
A Levels: Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics
Degree: BSc Medical Microbiology
Leading to Graduate Medicine
Career: Medicine

DID YOU KNOW THERE IS A 
WELLINGTON WOMBLE? – 
A SCIENTIST! 

Wellington is the smartest and brainiest and is the lead guitarist, 
backup singer and co-songwriter of  the novelty pop group, The 
Wombles. He is scientifically inclined, but very insecure and absent-
minded! Apparently author Elizabeth Beresford’s nephew attended 
Wellington, and the cheeky chappie wears a Wellington cap!

WHERE IN
THE WORLD? 
We are delighted that Wellington has such
 a rich and diverse community with 
students from around the world - we 
currently have 37 different nationalities 
within the School and we celebrate
their cultures. 

Our OWs are spread the across the globe, 
in far flung places and remote regions.
Where are you now? 
Where did your parents live when you were at school? 
Where have you lived since you were here?

Tell us where you are and we will pop you on 
the map!

Welly on Tour - Have your say...      

We know our OWs are sprinkled all over the world, but where should we meet you?  We are
planning our activities for next year and would love to know where would you like us to hold
a reunion - Wellington, Paris, New York, Hong Kong? You say and we will try and make it happen! 
We can provide a chance to meet with friends and family, bring archive photos and hopefully some
well-beloved teachers! 
teachers!Images left to right:
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LITERARY STARS

We are proud to have a number of  successful published authors amongst our OW family and community. 
A quick sweep of  the bookshelves reveals an array of  talent, which we are delighted to showcase here...

We are always really pleased to showcase works of  our OWs and there are many more talented authors who 
we will feature in the next issue of  Connections – do let us know your publishing successes!

The Siege and Plague of  Athens 
Ed Hyland - Willows ‘92

Winning Mindset: Elite Strategies for 
Peak Performance
Jan Carpenter - Lights ‘92

Indian Summer 
Will Randall - Retired French teacher

My Dear Old Boys
Kate Hodson – Head of  English

WELLINGTON TOWN
RAILWAY STATION

The plan to develop the railway station in Wellington has come 
a step closer to  reality with the announcement of  funding in the 
Government’s autumn budget. Council members believe that plans
 to revive it could come to fruition within the next five years.

Its reopening would restore a key transport link in the town and allow 
easy access to Bristol and Exeter.Wellington Station first opened 
in 1843 but was one of  hundreds of  stations that fell victim to the 
Beeching report in the 1960s that recommended mass cuts to the 
nation's rail links and has been shut since 1964.

Do you remember arriving at the station with your luggage to come 
to school? Send in your photos of  school trunks and tuck boxes and 
setting off for school!

After three years of  sterling service as President of  
the Old Wellingtonians Association, we say a grateful 
thanks to Kate Evans. She will take over from John 
Darval as Chair, and we thank John for his continued 
and dedicated service to the Association over many 
years. John will move on to the Foundation Board to 
replace Graham Nye. We also say a grateful thanks 
and a fond farewell to Phil Nunnerley who retires as 
Secretary after many years. Phil also served as Chair 
of  Governors of  Wellington School for two terms, and 
a Governor for may more, so his retirement is well-
earned! We wish him and Rosemary the very best in 
their future endeavours.

Stephen Page, Chemistry teacher, Deputy Head and 
stalwart of  the tenor section of  the Chapel Choir will 
take over from Kate as President of  the 
Old Wellingtonians Association, and we welcome him 
into post.

MOVERS & SHAKERS

You may see some of  these in our exciting new Wellington bookshop, “Bookshop by the
Blackdowns” also run by an OW family, the D’Rozarios!
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-

A number of  longstanding teaching and support staff left Wellington this year. We offer our heartfelt thanks 
and wish them well for their futures. 

Alastair Anderson (Deputy Head Co-curricular and IT) Sept 1999 – Dec 2020
All-round schoolmaster, teacher of  History and sports coach. Rugby and cricket. Head of  Boarding. The 
Willow Housemaster, gifted and accomplished musician, a key voice in the Chapel Choir and passionate 
Scottish rugby union fan!

Andrew Carson (Head of  DT and Mathematics teacher) Sept 1989 – Aug 2021
Design & Technology, Housemaster of  Howard; Housemaster of  Darks (latterly Overside) and Talbot! 
Energetic and innovative contribution to rugby, cricket and most notably Boys’ and Girls’ Hockey.

Jon Leonard  (PE Teacher, Housemaster) 1996 – 2021
Housemaster of  Howard for over 20 years, 1st XV rugby coach,  ran rugby tours to South America, South 
Africa, France, Ireland, Italy and the UK.  Ran the cross-country, swimming, baskeball and athletics 
programme.

Stephanie Evans (Matron) Sept 2012 – Oct 2020
Stephanie had been a Matron for many years at Wellington and provided essential support to several of  the 
boarding houses. 

Di Jerrold (Music) Nov 1995 – Aug 2021
Oboe and Clarinet teacher and instrumentalist.

James Keay (Sport and Wellbeing Department) Sept 2016 – Oct 2020
OW (Oak 2014) and  former Captain of  the Senior Rugby team. Strength and Conditioning coach and 1st 
Team rugby coach 

Debbie Mulcaire (External Bookings Coordinator) Jan 2004 – Aug 2020
Bursar’s Assistant.  Manged Etherton Education Summer School
 
Jim Pendleton (Estates Manager) Aug 2014 – Dec 2020
Oversaw design and build of  various projects including; Café 37, Dukes refurbishment, and the installation 
of  the Astroturf.  Conversion of  “The Grange”,

Rebecca Slade (Matron) Sept 2016 – Dec 2020
Resident Matron of  Beech House, baker extraordinaire!

Katharine Smaldon (English Teacher) Sept 2017 – Aug 2021
Youth Speak, LAMDA, netball coach and DofE volunteer, 

Nigel Smith (Physics Teacher) Sept 2010 – Dec 2020
Director of  the one-year GCSE course,  the first XV Rugby coach, Light’s tutor, running Rugby tours to 
South Africa, running the Navy section in the CCF.  Developed and led the Outdoor Education provision.

Vivienne Stock-Williams (Governor) Oct 2011 – July 2021
Responsible for Safeguarding. 

STAFF LEAVERSWE’VE BEEN BUSY

The first half  of  our Autumn Term has been a corker. Delighted to be back in 
some semblance of  normality, we have thrown ourselves into activities and events...
https://vimeo.com/632217981/c2ab283919

We have been involved in virtual exhibitions in Hong Kong and are so grateful to 
Patrick So who helped us chat to new families talking about his time at Wellington. 

UNIVERSITY MENTORS

The Upper Sixth are busy writing their UCAS applications. Are 
you at University, could you spare some time to be a mentor in 
your University for future OWs? 

We would love to hear from you.

MALCOLM MYNETT MEMORIAL

It was wonderful to see so many familiar faces back in the 
Chapel to celebrate the life of  former Physics teacher, Malcolm 
Mynett. Malcolm joined the School in 1980 to take up the post 
of  the newly-created Head of  Science and during his fifteen 
years, he reorganised and re-energised the Science department, 
modernising the equipment and teaching. He also coached 
swimming and water polo as well as managing the chess 
teams. His younger son attended the School as did both his 
grandchildren and his wife Diana taught at the Junior School.

15
C

onnections W
inter 2021

14
C

on
ne

ct
io

ns
 W

in
te

r 2
02

1



A MEMORY FROM DAN MILLINGTON

Dan Millington, beloved of  far flung trips, perpetrator of  hair-raising activities, perpetual wearer of  shorts 
and long-time Head of  Sixth Form has stepped down from his former roles and taken up a role as alumni 
relations. He will be trying to contact everyone to set up Year Group reps and establish better channels of  
communications. And he has gone digital! Yes, really!   

Please join him on 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/people/Dan-Millington/100058609076074

or LinkedIn  https://www.linkedin.com/in/dan-millington-4b783568/

He has just returned from a trip to the Outer Hebrides and shares some memories of  a previous trip...

Reminiscing about 1998 D of  E trip to the Hebrides 

With all but essential international travel on hold for another summer, all school trips were abandoned 
this year.... except one. With options very limited, we had to find somewhere in the UK to go, as far from 
Wellington as possible. With news filtering through of  the newly established Hebridean Way, the Outer 
Hebrides seemed the perfect choice for a walk in the mountains, and so it proved to be.  

The very successful trip prompted memories of  a previous visit to the beautiful Outer Hebrides back in 1998.
Back then we set off in two battered blue, seatbelt less, not speed regulated minibuses with doorways 
crammed with kit, with one brick-type mobile phone between us. Rose Barnard, Megan Brown, Chris 
Buttler, Tom Candler, Sara Daniell, Peter Day, Kate Everton, Tom Frazer, Jo Hare, David Middleton, Johnny 
Parrish, James Rhodes, Tom Robertson, Bradley Weeks.  All accompanied by Lucy Leonard, Andy Carson,  
Andy’s brother, Dave Lee, the school groundsman and Dan Millington.

A short stay in the Grey Corrie Lodge in Glen Spean and a successful winter ascent of  Ben Nevis, followed 
by island hopping from South Uist, Benbecula, North Uist and back again. The whole event for the princely 
sum of  £95 (2021 trip was about £450/head)

“Mr Joseph always talked about GAS and those trips were my Something.  It was never going to be straight As but those trips 
taught me so much more that has helped shape my life.” Bradley Weeks

“I absolutely loved all the D of  E (and Two Moors Way) excursions that we did and I appreciate more and more everyday the 
freedoms that came with the less health and safety time in which we did them. I think it must be quite different doing now but I 
hope the spirit of  them is able to be retained for current 
generations.” Rose Grant (nee Barnard)
“I also remember we went up Ben Nevis. We had a night out in Fort William the night before and I was quite hungover the next 
day and it was really snowy and slippery on the way up and Mr Millington kept saying the summit was the next brow of  the 
“hill” and it wasn’t at least 5 times and I nearly collapsed in a heap 
and gave up, but he gave me a mug of  extremely sugary coffee and I think it was my first coffee ever and I practically ran up the 
rest of  the way!”  Rose Grant

“I can still remember all of  us crammed into the bus surrounded by confused locals.  We knew we weren't supposed to get the 
bus and that we needed to keep it secret (Chris Butler aside) but I think we also convinced ourselves we were using our initiative.  
I vividly remember us all being called into the Class Room block, a few days after our return to be outed.  I remember how 
disappointed you were with us.  I really felt like we had let you down. Time is a good healer though and I'm glad we took the bus; 
it's made for a good story.” 
Bradley Weeks

“Mr Lee the groundsman had heard me say on the way up that my grandma had told me I had a distant relative who was a 
jeweller living somewhere on the island. Unbeknownst to me, Mr Lee had taken it upon himself  to go door to door bemusing 
islanders with his Somerset accent to try and find him. Of  course, everyone knows everyone on these islands, so when we 
had pitched our tents in this remote part of  North Uist, we thought we were entirely alone and then a car rocked up and my 
second cousin twice removed, or whatever he was, came to see me to say hello and give me a piece of  Celtic jewellery. It was 
a bit awkward as I had never met him before and barely knew anything about him so I was on my best behaviour but in the 
background everyone else in my group decided to crank up my embarrassment and was determinedly pelting each other with sheep 
poo - or lighting their farts at max volume in the tent!! That’s how I remember it anyway!!!  It was very funny! He did come to 
Somerset and visit years later and met my Grandma for the first time in decades - Mr Lee was to thank for that.”

While we may need to jump through more hoops, fill in more forms, write endless and worthless risk 
assessments and carry more phones and other clobber, I can assure students, past and present, that the spirit 
of  adventure lives on, alive and kicking at Wellington School.  The two trips to the Hebrides, separated by 23 
years, were not too different.
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DO YOU HEAR THE PEOPLE SING?

As we approach the 20th anniversary of  the first production 
of  Les Miserables we took some time to interview Mr 
Trewhella  on his recollections of  the original production 
and the 10 Year Anniversary Concert.
 
“ In 2003, the School had just finished a performance of  Annie, an 
unusual choice for Stevo (Andrew Stevenson) as the production contained 
small children and animals! The Really Useful Theatre Company sent 
through a flyer stating that Les Mis was being made available to schools. 
Instantly we all agreed we needed to be the first school in the South West 
to perform Les Mis. The first person to persuade was Rod Tricker from 
the art department, as we had to recreate the barricades on a revolving 
stage.”
 
During our chat Mr T confessed that when he first saw 
the scenery in Great Hall he was emotionally moved and 
in that moment he knew it was going to be an amazing 
performance. In his 30 years at Wellington, Les Mis is 
still the most talked about show in Wellington School’s 
production history.
 

“It was a case of  the right cast, the right band, the right staging all at the right time. Many of  the cast went 
on to fame and fortune, including Bob Moran (Oak ’04), Michael Collins (Richards ’05) Alys Metcalf  (Beech 
’08), Carly Bawden (Gillard’s 06). Bob then went onto create a caricature of  the staff members involved 
dressed as Les Mis characters. A lesser known fact from the production was that Stuart Andrews from the 
West End production at the time programmed our keyboards so we could exactly replicate the orchestration 
from the West End production.”
 

Andy Wrapps,  the Associate Producer on the West End show 
came down from London each week to coach the cast, and was 
especially supportive of  Bob Moran. The first band call,  held 
in Small Hall, was the first time the company were together 
in the same rehearsal space.  The cast were blown away by 
the sheer power of  the band that had been assembled,  and 
we knew in that moment this was going to be a production to 
remember!”
 
Forward 10 years – having realised it was the 10 years on 
from that school production being launched, Mr T wrote to 
Cameron Macintosh to remind him and ask him if  we could 
perform a 10th Anniversary concert version of  the show. 
Amazingly, Cameron said yes and sent through a concert 
version lasting 30 minutes that had only ever been performed 
once -  in front of  for the Queen and Jaques Chiraque at 
Windsor Castle! The concert version at Wellington involved 
some of  the original cast, OWs and and students who were in 
school at the time including Chloe Shaw and Tristan Mackay. 
It was directed by Joe Storr’s daughter Kate Trewhella.

So in the 20th year we perform it once again in Great Hall in the Spring Term with some exciting new cast 
members and a fabulous set. Join us for One Day More…
 
Email Development@wellington-school.org.uk for the booking link
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To contact us, please email 
development@wellington-school.org.uk

01823 668858

facebook.com/OWAWellingtonSchool
twitter.com/OwaWellington
instagram.com/oldwellingtonians

We are celebrating 50 years of  girls at Wellington School. Anne Darby was 
the first and only girl to join the Sixth Form in the Spring term of  1972. 
She was joined by two more girls  in the following September and the cohort 
grew from then on.  

Next year, we are planning to hold a Celebration Ball for our special 50 
year Anniversary and we will enjoy a special dinner together, followed by an 
evening dancing to the band Revolver. 

Hold the Date – 14th May 2022

We want to celebrate more “Firsts” for girls at Wellington. Can you help us? 

50 YEARS OF GIRLS! – 1972 – 2022

Do catch up with our dedicated Development Collection on Vimeo, on which there is a fabulous collection of  
videos celebrating many aspects of  life in the School, from Remembrance to Carol Concerts.  If  you would 
like to stay up to date with activities in school and take a trip down memory lane –
 please do visit https://vimeo.com/channels/1690211

We have already appointed many year group reps and many 
thanks to all those who have come forward. We just need the 
following years, then we have a full set!

YEAR GROUP REPRESENTATIVES

If  you would be happy to represent your year group, 
please email Development@wellington-school.org.uk

Your School
needs you!

1989  1990  1993   1994   1995   2008  2013  2018  2019


